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FARRINGTON GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL  
Clerk: Robin Moss         Tel: 07543 626184   Email: clerk@farringtongurneyparish.gov.uk 

Website: www.farringtongurneyparish.gov.uk 

         
   

 Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at 7.30 pm on Monday 20th April 2026 at the 

Methodist Church, Farrington Gurney.  

  

COUNCILLORS PRESENT: Cllrs Wellman, Dando, Barber, Hedges, Heffernan, Jeffery, Cllr Morgan 

(BaNES) ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Clerk & 2 member of the public. 

  

Parish Council Minutes – 20th April 2026 Meeting  

 

  Actions 

1 Apologies for absence & welcome: 
Cllrs Radnedge, Kuellner, Adams 

 

 

2 Declarations of Interest: 
Cllrs Wellman & Jeffery regarding planning applications. 

 

 

3 Confirmation of minutes: 
Minutes of the March meeting were agreed as a correct record. 

 

 

5 Public participation: 
There was a presentation by a local resident on air quality management in 

the parish being monitored by BaNES. The amount of nitrous oxide has 

decreased because of the improvements in car emissions, as well as the 

number of electric vehicles being driven, however the amounts of particulates 

from brakes and tyres remains high. National standards are 40 mg per cubic 

metre and the current level in Farrington Gurney is approximately 22 mg 

there has been an improvement to approx. 12 below national standards 

However the World Health Organisation standard is 10 mg while the EU is 

introducing a 20 mg standard by 2030. 

Concerns remain that because the SVEZ project has yet to be started this 

may be a temporary drop. There should also be a request to BaNES for a 

particulate monitor as well as a NO monitor. 

 

 

6 Councillor’s Reports: 
BaNES: Cllr Morgan reported that she will be meeting with the Metro Mayor 

very shortly to discuss bus services in the district. She will follow up issues 

after the earlier air quality discussion. 

Playground: Cllr Dando reported that the work on the playground to repair 

the Witches Hat has been completed, although that does appear to be a 

problem with some of the rope that will need repairing. The anti slip strips 

appear to be working, there is probably a need for a couple of dumpy bags of 

wood chippings to go under the swings, clock to price up. The latches on the 

gate still needs repairing    

Climate Emergency: It was reported that there is a film available to be 

shown which outlines how environmental targets are not being met & the 

potential problems this will cause. It was agreed to look for a venue to show 

this locally. 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 
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Footpaths: There whilst nothing specific to report this month .  

Hall & Social Club: The village hall continues to be busy, the new cellar 

refrigeration unit is In place. The hall is close to being self sufficient in power 

generation, When the money is available to buy additional storage batteries. 

Work is being planned to improve the visual impression of the Hall, with the 

potential removal of the smoking shelter. The clerk also reported that there 

have been a number of bonfires next to the BMX track which is problematic 

as metal pieces in the burnt waist could damage the mower when the grass is 

being cut. 

Allotments: Cllr Radnedge provided a written report, noting in particular that 

we are very close to 100% occupancy. 

Highways: it was reported that the drain covers on the A 37 have been fixed, 

there was a discussion of how 1 speed indicator system could be afforded 

with the £5000 pound grant, with a speed watch camera making up the 

balance. 

Clerk: The clerk reported on a number of issues, including: 

# communication with BaNES council 

# The trees on the bypass still need trimming, BaNEs have agreed they are 

now a priority to be cut. 

# Slow progress on street light repairs 

7 Planning: 
a) There were 3 applications to consider this month.   

 

26/01049/FUL The Garden House,  

Rush Hill 

BS39 6AG   

Change of use of outbuildings to 

a single self-contained unit of 

short-term holiday 

accommodation) 

26/01290/FUL 21 Sunnyside  Main 

Street  BS39 6UN  

 

Removal of storage container & 

erection of domestic garage. 

26/01300/FUL Home Farm  Main 

Street BS39 6UB   

Change of use of land to create 

outdoor leisure area  

 

Cllr Jeffery stepped back from involvement in application 26/01300/FUL, Cllr 

Wellman from 26/01049/FUL. 

 

There were no comments on any of the applications.  

 

There was a discussion about the number of dropped kerbs where parking 

spaces have been created on what were previously gardens. Clerk to contact 

BaNES planning for guidance on what permissions should be sought. 

 

b) Previous applications 

 
Reference Location Description FG recommend BaNES 

Decision 

26/00409/FUL 1 Manor Farm 

Cottages  Main 

Street  BS39 

6UL   

Erection of 

two storey 

side 

extension 

No comment Permit 

25/02181/FUL Hillside Cottage 

Marsh Lane 

BS39 6TT 

2 storey 

extension & 

double 

garage 

restrict further 

GF development 

Permitted 

24/00883/FUL The Cottage, 

Marsh Lane 

BS39 6TT 

Change of 

garage use 

Unauthorised 

use 

Permitted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 
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25/00877/FUL The Garden 
House  Rush Hill  
BS39 6AG   

Change of 

use  to 

holiday let 

No comment, 

except on 

process 

Withdrawn 

 

8 Finance: 
a) The financial report was approved, after a discussion about when & 

where allotment fees should be included. 

b) Payments agreed: 

 

Payee Description Amount 

Methodist Church Farrington 

Gurney 

Oct 2025 – Sept 2026 incl £225.00 

St Johns Church Grass cutting 2025 season £1000.00 

Ross Perkins  Community Larder March 

2026 

£43.43 

Margaret Heffernan Farrington Green - costs £4,752.23 

Robin Moss Salary Feb March 2026 

£743.04 

            0ffice expenses 

£236.94 

£979.94 

HMRC Payroll deduction £185.76 

D.Porch BMX track maintenance £100.00 

Bigwood Play Playground repair £300 
 

 

 

9 Information/ Items to raise at the next meeting: 
No specific items, although the next meeting will be the APM/ AGM 

 

 

10 Date of next meeting: 
The date of the next meeting will be Monday  18th May 2026 7.00pm at the 

Methodist Hall.  This will be the Annual Parish meeting, followed by the AGM 

& also an Ordinary meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Signed:            18.5.2026 


